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SURJ DC Rejects Calls For More Policing In Response To The Death Of Wendy Martinez 

 
Our hearts are broken at the death of Wendy Martinez and we send condolences and healing to 
her family in this time of profound loss. 
 
We mourn for Wendy Martinez and her family. We mourn for Makiyah Wilson. We mourn for 
TaQuan Pinkney, for Jeffrey Price, for D'Quan Young, for Marquesha McMillan, for Miriam 
Carey, and for all those lost to both interpersonal and police violence. We demand justice and 
accountability for all these deaths, and that our local officials use proven effective solutions to 
end the violence plaguing this city.       
 
We worry that instead of spurring us to generate and implement real solutions that keep our 
communities safe, the current response to this most recent act of violence will further expose 
vulnerable DC residents to the dangers that come with more police on our streets. Residents of 
Ward 2, and all DC residents, deserve to live without fear of violence, yet we cannot place an 
illusory feeling of safety over the real rights and security of our neighbors.  
 
Recently Councilmember Jack Evans held a public meeting to address safety, in which he 
called for more police while dismissing concerns over the violence and fear that a police 
presence can bring to a community. Metropolitan Police Department Chief Peter Newsham 
agreed with him, promising to increase the police presence in Ward 2 and to crack down on 
unrelated non-violent activities including loitering and sex work.  
 
In a city that is already the most policed in the country, calling for more police means not only 
calling for an ineffective approach that does nothing besides give us a false feeling of safety—it 
makes us complicit in policies that further criminalize our non-white neighbors and expose 
already traumatized communities to more trauma. 
 
Wendy Martinez’s Latinx heritage should in no way be erased, but what we have seen from the 
official response to her murder, and many news accounts, is a level of attention and respect 
often only reserved for young white women. Many of us in SURJ DC are white women. Many of 
us can see aspects of ourselves in Wendy Martinez. That is why as white partners in the fight 
for racial justice we had to speak up, to reject the approach laid out by Evans and Newsham, 
and say in one voice #NotInOurName. We reject violent tactics, invasive surveillance and racist 
profiling in the name of our "safety.” 
 
Black DC residents are already subject to 89 to 93 percent of "reported uses of force per year" 
by MPD, evidence that we cannot rely on MPD to keep our communities safe. We have seen 
brutal tactics deployed by police on Black members of our community, whether they are in their 
homes, standing outside a local barber shop, or trying to ride on the metro.  
 
We know that real safety comes out of access to affordable housing, treatment and care for 
those experiencing mental illness, opportunities for education and job training, and livable 
wages. Real safety comes from communities that work together, trust each other and approach 
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violence through public health measures. Many of these proven and effective solutions can be 
found in the recently passed Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act which 
has yet to be fully implemented by the Bowser administration.   
 
We urge our neighbors to consider safer and nonviolent alternatives to calling the police, and to 
demand real solutions that address violence as a public health emergency in our communities. 
We urge our local officials to bring about those solutions. Their first step should be to demand 
the Bowser administration fully implement the outstanding components of the NEAR Act.  
 
As we grieve with our city, and for the Martinez family, we at SURJ DC remain committed to 
working towards a city that protects and values all of its residents. We urge Councilmember 
Evans and the DC Council to reject ineffective and dangerous approaches that only add more 
police to an over-policed population, and to instead work towards comprehensive solutions that 
will make DC safer for all of us. 
 
SURJ DC is a chapter of Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ), a national network of groups 
and individuals organizing white people for racial justice. Through community organizing, 
mobilizing, and education, SURJ moves white people to act as part of a multi-racial majority for 
justice with passion and accountability.  
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