
 
 
Brief history of SURJ DC’s creation and our accountability relationships  
 
After the non-indictment of Darren Wilson, Black Lives Matter DC (BLM DC) and the Washington Peace Center 
called on a group of long-time white anti-racist organizers in DC to renew efforts to organize white folks against 
racism and white supremacy. To begin, they organized series of mass trainings in January and March of 2015. 
More white people became active through those trainings. Shortly after, the first iteration of the SURJ DC 
leadership team convened, and included long-time organizers and newcomers. That team began to build initial 
accountability relationships with ONE DC, Empower DC, BLM DC, and Stop Police Terror Project (in its former 
iteration as DCtoFerguson). We held our community “launch” in March 2016 to start building teams, plug folks 
into informal work that was moving, formally announce SURJ DC’s existence, and invite folks to join us. 
 
No two of our partnerships look alike; we also find that our partnerships ebb and flow with shifting capacity, 
needs, and strengths on both sides. While we often collaborate with a wide range of DC-based organizations, 
we have deliberate, long-term accountability partnerships with the following organizations: 

● Black Lives Matter DC 
● Empower DC 
● Many Languages One Voice 
● ONE DC 
● Stop Police Terror Project DC 

 
 
Why these organizations? 
We started building more formally within the interpersonal relationships we already had, including BLM DC and 
DCtoFerguson. We also recognized the particular necessity of white transplants to DC better understanding the 
historical and recent realities of gentrification and mass displacement of Black Washingtonians - and our 
particular role in supporting broad efforts for affordable housing and expansive economic investment - and so 
reached out to highly visible housing justice organizations who were working on gentrification to see if they 
were interested in collaboration and support, specifically Empower DC and ONE DC.  
 
During and after the 2016 national election, we recognized the need to more directly and explicitly support 
immigrants and Muslims, and began to build relationships with Muslim American Women’s Policy Forum and 
MLOV. Because that was the first time we were explicitly building new accountability partnerships, we also then 
started articulating characteristics that we look for in accountability partners. We no longer have a partnership 
with Muslim American Women’s Policy Forum, which has shifted into a new formation called DC Justice for 
Muslims Coalition; we continue to admire and share space with J4MC and its organizers, though not in a 
deliberate accountability relationship. 

 


